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Remember, however, that Concision is the LAST of the three principles tested on Sentence
Correction problems (Grammar, Meaning, Concision). Do not simply pick the shortest
choice and move on. Quite frequently, the GMAT will force you to pick a longer choice
that is grammatically correct and clear in meaning.
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Here, being does not add to the meaning of the sentence, so it should be eliminated. In fact,
the word being almost always signals redundancy on the GMAT. You should avoid it when-
ever possible, (Note that the GMAT has recently come up with ways to make being right-
generally, by making alternadive choices grammatically wrong, So do nort eliminate being
purely as a knee-jerk reaction.)
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The key to answering Sentence Correction questions within this time frame is to split the
answer choices after you have read the given sentence. Follow these steps:

1. Writtdown"A B C D E" on your paper (or yellow tablet if you are taking the
actual test). It does not matter if you write this horizonwally or verrically.

2. Read the sentence, noting any obvious errors as you read.

3. Scan the answer choices vertically—do nor read them—looking for differences thac split
the answer choices. For example, in the sample question above, you can split the answers
between those that begin with incliding and those that begin with fke. Similarly, at the end
of the answers, there is a split berween those with will and those without will (essentially a
split berween the present and the future tense of remember). 1deal splits will divide the
answer choices into a 2-3 split (two choices with one option, three with the other).
Sometimes you will find a three-way split (for example, another problem might have have
lifted, lifted and have been lifted among the answer choices). A three-way split is useful as
long as you can eliminate at least one of the options. If you identify a splic thar distinguish-
es only one answer choice from the others (a 1-4 split) and you eliminate the choice repre-
sented by only one answer choice, you will end up eliminating only that one answer. Thus,

1-4 splits are less useful than other kinds of splits, though they should still be considered.

4. Choose a split for which you know the grammatical rule and which side of the split is
correct. Sometimes you find a split, but you do not know which side is correct. In this case,
maybe you did not yet master the relevant rule. Alternadively, the split mighe be a “red herring
split,” meaning thar both sides of the split are grammatically correct.

5. On your paper, cross out the answer choices that include the incorrect side of the split.

6. Compare the remaining answer choices by re-splitting. Continue to find differences in
the answers, but make sure you use only the answer choices that remain from your initial

splir.
7. Continue to split remaining choices until you have one answer left.

Splitting and Re-Splitring is the foundation of the Manhattan GMAT approach to Sentence
Correction questions, so it is worth walking through the process with our sample question:
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